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WCC Executive Sees Church Unity Gains in 1960 


(New York) - Four events were Singled out by a top official of the World 
Council of Churches as evidence that "a further relaxation of tensions and an 
improvement in communication between the Churches in the major branches of 
Christianity" occurred during 1960, 


In a year-end report, Dr. Roswell P,. Barnes, executive secretary of the 
WCC's New York office, listed the following events as significant: (1) Esta- 
blishment of a Vatican secretariat to deal with questions of Christian unity 
e2eithe visit of Dr: Geoffrey Francis Fisher, Archbishop of Canterbury, to 
Hastern Orthodox patriarchs and to Pope John XXIII (4) approval by the World 
Council's Central Committee of a statement on Christian witness, proselytism 
and religious liberty and (4) the proposed merger of four leading Protestant 
denominations, urged by Dr, Eugene Carson Blake, stated clerk of the United 
Presbyterian Church, USA, as a first step toward the eventual union of all 
Christians, 


"Churches now," said Dr, Barnes, “are in a better position to settle down 
to serious dialogue in the effort to enlarge the areas of agreement, not by 
Poapromise OL etruth but in loyalty to it." 


"Where disagreements persist because the truth is held to be revealed," 
he continued, "Churches will seek mutual understanding, not resenting differen- 
ces or being contentious about them but regarding them as challenges to their 
highest spiritual and intellectual endeavour in obedience to God<" 


ee ° Ly 


ay 


ey: r ate 


cared rh ahaa tae 


4 


; ie nek aren’ ae 
he . AONE stuiee re 
ees ad f Br) 


— o _ area ee ee Se 


SS ROD ae taal s a BAN tia ee ween aie ght 
; 7 
: 3 a 


yep tn - : 
2 boo ttaih an te. 


‘a gat! 


A 
jive 


‘ak WES Ee “ ees t Hn ed ae x a Fae ss 7 as -! 
rei i: 


ee a. Re Le a: ay (gis 


mi ' : ie a ‘ Ds 
Pets .) ‘fi af ete naan 4 oh _ uhy Oe Mi he te ¢ f 
‘ Ary eas haa: a riny us x ae _¢ “a age as Aw Rage - 
‘ x ; a as ae seaibedss ay a 
Renen rss Pad wa ant Tater be ee 4, asian leah 
eens seal Sancteh + yes Ponies Ta ky 3) ities tae Hie peer 


nae chia Svaituyel i pave: TES a Ula aha Lean il ta a en ene 
4 ONdy 3 edt esi) tee et 5 ix: | a ae hachola atte 
. | | j Tas nk 


4 rs 
Lt ga hits rs 
ei 


- ee ee gee ae ee eae ee ES ee ee = 


No. 1 ~ 6th January, 1961 2 


Pointing out that experienced and thoughtful leaders of the Christian 
unity movement have known that tolerance and goodwill are in themselves not 
enough to achieve the desired goal, Dr. Barnes commented: "Many rank and 
file members of the Churches have oversimplified the problems, and have attri- 
buted continued division to complacency and sheer obstinacy. Both leadership 
and constituency were gratified that the gap between them was narrowed in 1960," 


Dr. Barnes viewed the establishment of the Vatican Secretariat on Christian 
Unity as a means of providing "a center of orderly communication between the 
Roman Catholic and other Christian churches". He said the move "should help 
to eliminate many needless misunderstandings". 


While noting progress toward the reduction of "stultifying rivalries and 
emotional prejudices", Dr. Barnes warned against "superficial goodwill", which 
"has often led to religious indifferentism which undermines all high religion", 


The WCC official viewed the visits of the Archbishop of Canterbury to 
leaders of other Christian communions as evidence of a "tangible pattern" of 
friendliness and courtesy prevailing among the major branches of Christianity, 
But he addeds "Both the Vatican and the Archbishop of Canterbury recently 
made it clear that there are significant and deep-seated differences between 
the Roman Catholic and Anglican churches," 


Dr. Barnes observed that a statement adopted by the WCC Central Committee 
at St, Andrews, Scotland, last August, had contributed to the consolidation 
of fellowship among Eastern Orthodox and Protestant churches. While recog- 
nizing the continuance of important disagreements, he noted the statement 
"deals with the spirit and pattern" required to live with such differences. 


Dr. Blake's plan to merge the United Church of Christ, the United Pres- 
byterian, Methodist and Episcopal churches in the USA into a 20,000,000-member 
"Catholic and Reformed Church" was termed "bold and ingenious" by the World 
Council executive, He said it "precipitated an earnest consideration of a 


“significant step toward unity among leading American Churches, 


The election of John F. Kennedy as the United States! first Catholic 


_president has increased "mutual trust" between Catholics and Protestants, 

-he further observed. He said the election indicated that "a great many Pro- 
testants accepted the president-elect's word that he would uphold the Ameri- 
'can policy of separation of Church and State." EPS, Geneva 


-Athenagoras Stresses Unity in Yuletide Message 


abe 


(New York) ~ Patriarch Athenagoras of Istanbul, supreme leader of HKastern 


' Orthodoxy, has stressed that the accomplishment of Christian unity "is the 
' greatest responsibility faced in our day by the church and all the faithful 


mao pear the name of Christ". 


In his Yuletide message, the patriarch declared that "the church would 


be able to exert immeasurable influence upon the fate and destiny of the 


people dwelling on earth, if she were united and not divided". 


Warning that divisions in Christendom present "grave dangers that can 


no longer be ignored or underestimated", he called for prayers "on bended 


knee" that "our spiritual unity in Christ may be furthered and developed 


Manto & real, living and perfect Christian unity". (See document on page 9) 


BPS, Geneva 
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Dutch Reformed Churches Reaffirm Race Consultation Statement 


(Johannesburg) - South Africa's two largest Dutch Reformed Churches have 
declared that political rights for Africans living in white areas cannot 
be withheld indefinitely unless complete territorial apartheid is workable. 


"Those who do not agree with this must now give definite moral grounds 
for their point of view," The Reformed Churches of the Cape and Transvaal 
said in a statement. "This responsibility must not be evaded." 


The two churches issued the statement to dispel any misconceptions 
relative to the stand taken by their representatives at the recent week- 
long consultation on the Union's race situation. The conference brought 
together delegates from South Africa's eight churches affiliated with the 
World Council of Churches, under whose auspices it was conducted. 


While it was widely known that the two churches voted, with minor re- 
servations, in favour of direct parliamentary representation for non-whites, 
the latest statement declared: 


"Our delegates ... and not the World Council must accept responsibility 
for findings which, in the main, flowed from memoranda of the two Dutch Re- 
formed Churches concerned," 


Noting that what had been said about rights for Africans was still 
more true of the Union!s 1,500,000 coloured, the statement added: "The 
final word about the welfare of the coloureds is not said in advisory coun- 
cils but in Parliament, and this right cannot be withheld forever." 


While some observers said the statement indicated the possibility of a 
direct clash between the church and the government of Dr. Hendrik F. Ver- 
woerd, Johannesburg's Nationalist newspaper, Die Vaderland, commented that 
the controversy had assumed such proportions that the intervention of the 
"highest lay authority" might be necessary to "halt further confusion and 
pia ouclon', 

Some interpreted this to suggest that the action by the church leaders 
may force the government to attempt to prove that apartheid is morally justi- 
miable and that territorial separation is practicable, EPS, Geneva 


Catholic Prelate Urges Coloured Integration 


(Cape Town) - Roman Catholic Archbishop Owen McCann of Cape Town has advo- 
cated full integration of South Africa's coloured population, 


Issued on the 25th anniversary of his ordination, the special message 
imioieted that the alternative to "a fully Christian policy in South Afrieas 
was a growing feeling of frustration and resentment among the non-whites 
which "cannot make for peace and harmony". 


The prelate viewed the rise of the Union's coloured population as one 
of the most significant movements since his ordination. "This rise," he 
said, "has not only been a numerical one, but one in status and standard 
of living. There is no other way out but that the coloured people be inte- 
grated with the whites. 

"Tt te to the credit of South African whites that much has been done 
for all non-white groups here," he continued, "But other things are ne- 
cessary, too -- opportunities for economic progress and participation 12 
the management of their own country." 


= VP 


The archbishop welcomed the fact that the Union's two largest Dutch 
Reformed bodies -- the churches of the Cape and Transvaal -- had accepted 
in principle a statement made public at the conclusion of the recent con- 
sultation on South Africa's race situation conducted by the World Council 
of Churches, 


Viewing this action as "symptomatic of the sharpening of the conscience 
of the people of South Africa in regard to the moral and Christian implica- 
tions of the country's situation," he added that the Catholic Church will 
make "a full contribution toward the spiritual and temporal good of the 
country and the achievement of justice for all races", EPS, Geneva 


Canterbury Favours Frequent Inter-Church Talks 


(London) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr. Geoffrey Francis Fisher, has 
ealled upon leaders of various Christian communions to further the cause 
of unity by entering into frequent discussions. 


Dr. Fisher, writing in the Canterbury Diocesan Notes, described his 
recent visit to Pope John XXIII as an attempt to add some leaven to what he 
called "the dough of unity", and said it was his ambition to "help link the 
churches one to another". 


"At the Vatican," he said, "I found a spirit of deep Christian unity, 
@ spirit of eager discipleship of Christ, of reliance upon the Holy Spirit 
to encourage and uplift me." 


Stressing the importance of Christians of different communions learning 
"how each of us lives in his own mansions of the many-mansioned church", 
the primate added: 


"Here is ground for mutual exploration with such things as a return to 
Biblical theology and the theology of the liturgical movement, new views on 
the relation of church authority to civic freedoms, or to natural rights, to 
guide and stimulate, EPS, Geneva 


Dean Sayre Studies Arab Refugee Needs 


(Washington) - The Very Rev. Francis B. Sayre, Jr., chairman of the United 
States Committee for Refugees, left January 2 on a month-long tour of the 
Near Hast to determine what aid can be extended to the more than one million 
Arab refugees who remain in the Gaza Strip and other refugee camps. 


The dean of Washington Cathedral (Episcopal) said he will confer with 
President Nasser of the United Arab Republic, King Hussein of Jordan, Pre- 
mier Ben Gurion of Israel, and other leaders, to see if a solution can be 


mapped out, 


Meeting with US President-lLlect Kennedy before his departure, Dean 
Sayre said he will report to the White House at the chief executive's re- 
quest upon his return in February. 


Praising Kennedy's interest in refugee problems, he said he believes 
voluntary agencies can expect cocperation from the White House in programmes 
for resettling and aiding refugees in the Near East, North Africa, and the 
Far Bast. 


While he noted that great strides were made in Europe as a result of 
World Refugee Year, he commented that "the refugee problem in the world is 
far from over. Some hard problems are ahead for us." EPS, Geneva 
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Moscow Patriarch Concludes Near East Visit 


(Moscow) -~ Patriarch Alexei, head of the Russian Orthodox Church, has re- 
turned home after visiting Orthodox leaders in Greece and the Near Hast, 


During his three-day visit to Athens, the Russian patriarch joined the 
Greek primate, Archbishop Theoklitos, in declaring their "“unshakable faith 
in the fundamental principles of Orthodoxy and its holy institutions", 


A joint statement released at the end of the visit pledged that the two 
Orthodox bodies would attempt to strengthen unity between their own churches. 
It declared that such unity would aid in preserving world peace, 


The Russian patriarch told Athens newsmen that he favours an exchange of 
theologians, joint services and pilgrimages with the Greek Church, He fur- 
ther recommended that permanent contacts be made within Orthodoxy concerning 
the matter of Christian unity, and advocated rapprochement between Orthodox 
churches and those in the West. 


Stressing that the Russian Church would never recognise the Pope's 
claim as head of the Church, the patriarch indicated that his church is 
still examining its attitude toward the World Council of Churches "in a spirit 
Or goodwili”, 


Meanwhile, Bishop Nicodemus, head of the foreign department of the Mos- 
cow Patriarchate, told a press conference in Athens that efforts to bring 
about the union of all churches were both "admirable and genuine". But he 
insisted that any union should not distort the essence of Orthodoxy, 


While in Athens, the patriarch received several honours from government 
officials and members of the Holy Synod. He awarded the highest decoration 
of St. Vladimir to Archbishop Theoklitos, and invited the Greek primate to 
ayo return visit to Rissia, 


Orthodox theologians attach great significance to the visit, believing 
it to be the beginning of future contacts. On this occasion, the patriarch 
and Archbishop Theoklitos agreed that a common attitude should be followed 
by their churches relative to contemporary ecumenical and Panorthodox issues. 


Harlier, the patriarch visited Constantinople. His two-day stay repre- 
sented the first time since 1589, when the Russian Patriarchate was esta- 
Piashied, that the patriarch of Moscow paid a visit to the city. 


In the course of his conversations with Patriarch Athenagoras, the Mos- 
cow church leader again pointed to the need for greater unity and closer 
contacts among Orthodox bodies, 


On Christmas, the two patriarchs, assisted by 18 archbishops, bishops 
and other prelates, celebrated the liturgy. The service, attended by the 
Soviet consul general, was sung in Russian and Greek, EPS, Geneva 


Love and Justice Sought in NCC Race Statement 


(New York) - Church members across the United States are being asked to 
demonstrate the "genuineness of Christian love' for their fellowman by 
making it the basis for all human relationships. 


The challenge will be sent to the more than 144,000 congregations of 
the 433 Protestant and Orthodox communions affiliated with the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. It was issued by the NCC's Division of Christian Life and 
Work for reading on the 3lst annual observance of Race Relations Sunday, 


February 12, 
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"Let our society, our institutions, as well as persons be tested by 
the genuineness of love," declared the message, which was drafted for the 
NCC by Dr. Kyle Haseldon, managing editor of The Christian Century. "When 
love is genuine, race or cultural background, age or sex, intelligence or 
wealth will not be a basis for separation," 


Pointing out that "true love takes the form of justice as it confronts 
every man's plea for what is his as a man," the message insisted that the 
genuineness of Christian love is tested by its response to three elemental 
human needs --"the right of all men to have what is theirs as men, the 
right of men to be in communion with other men, and the right of every man 
foeoe himself." 


Accompanying the message were suggestions for action by local churches 
in their communities to support movements to eliminate racial discrimination 
at lunch counters, restaurants and other public places and continued efforts 
tO assure all persons the opportunity of exercising their right to vote. 


Local churches were also asked to work with employers, trade unions and 
professional groups to assure fair employment practices, and to oppose legis- 
lation seeking to maintain segregation and racial discrimination. 


The message further urged churches to seek the elimination of segre- 
gated buses, and to cooperate with agencies working to develop "open occu- 
pancy" housing. EPS, Geneva 


Polish Churchmen Critical of Some Relief Projects 


(Warsaw) - Sharp criticism has been expressed by the Council of the Evange- 
lical Church of the Augsburgian Confession in Poland toward some relief pro- 
jects which are carried on "without the knowledge of the church leaders, 
without making any agreement with them, or even against their wishes". 


The criticism was levelled in a statement signed by Bishop Andrzej Wantu- 


. da, Dr. Woldemar Gastpary, synod president, and others. 


The statement made it clear that it favoured recognized interchurc i aad 
programs which are centrally administered, such as those carried on by the 
World Council of Churches, Lutheran World Federation and Church World Service, 


But it sharply attacked relief projects operated by "church, semi-church 


» and non-church organizations" which are connected with "definite purposes 


and political powers", 


Expressing gratitude for aid extended by the large interchurch groups, 
Gane statement noted that Polish officials have no objection to such assisvanees 
But it stressed that "independent relief projects", originating primarily in 


Western Germany, have caused "a shadow of mistrust and suspicion to be cast 


upon the Protestants in Poland, for which there is no justification", 


The statement said this assistance is given unsystematically and there- 
fore often benefits people who either do not need it or do not deserve it. 


mouch assistance is rejected as a form of “interference in the internal affairs 


genour Church", 


Lutheran World Federation News Bureau has explained that occasions have 
arisen when parcels from Western Germany bore labels with the words "Hast 
Prussia still belongs to Germany", or "we don't forget you", Obviously, LWF 


» remarked, "this sort of thing creates additional difficulties for the little 

‘Lutheran Church in Poland, which already has a hard task to maintain its wit- 
“ness and its work in a Catholic environment, and is in a particularly deli- 

cate relation to the state because of its historic link with Germany. 


EPS, Geneva 
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YWCA All-Africa Conference Held in Southern Rhodesia 


(Salisbury) - Sixty leaders of the Young Women's Christian Association from 
Le African nations and Madagascar are meeting here through January 12 to 
discuss important questions facing women in Africa today. 


The delegates attending the first YWCA All-Africa Conference are study- 
ing the role of women in contemporary African life, how they can assume new 
responsibilities, their task in local, national and international affairs, 
and how the YWCA and other Christian women's groups can help them carry out 
their new responsibilities. 


The Honorable Isabel Catto, Worid YWCA president, and one of the orga-— 
nization's vice-presidents, Mrs, Phoebe Shukri of Egypt, are among those 
Sharing the leadership. One of the main speakers is Mrs. Annie Jiagge, a 
past vice-president of the World YWCA and new chief justice of Ghana. Miss 
Madeleine Barot, executive secretary of the Department on the Cooperation 
of Men and Women in Church and Society of the World Council of Churches, is 
attending the sessions as a fraternal delegate of the WCC. 


The participants come from the Central African Federation, the Congo, 
Egypt, Ghana, Kenya, Liberia, Nigeria, Sierra Leone, South Africa, Tanganyika, 
Uganda, and Madagascar, EPS, Geneva 


Germans Open Joint Seminary 


(Munich) - A new seminary has been dedicated in nearby Pullach to serve 
member churches of the United Lutheran Church throughout Germany, 


Preacher's and Study Seminary, established at a cost of $240,000, is 


intended for advanced theological research and for training in special kinds 


of religious service, 


Nearly all of Germany's Lutheran prelates attended the dedicatory rites 
conducted by Bishop Hanns Lilje, presiding bishop of the 17,000,000-member 
United Evangelical Lutheran Church in Germany (VELKD), which is sponsoring 
the institution, 


Twenty West German students are enrolled for the first course. The three 
Hast German Lutheran regional churches were unable to send students. 
EPS, Geneva 


Indian Cyclone Damage Sparks Appeal 


(London) - The British Baptist Missionary Society has received an appeal 
for assistance from the Baptist Church of the South Mizo area of India, 


iwoten was struck by a cyclone in October, 


Since as much as one-third of the rice harvest was destroyed, Pastor 
H,S. Luaia has expressed the fear that people in many areas will suffer more 
than last year, when rats destroyed the harvest. 


Jungle yams, which supplemented the diet throughout the last year, no 


longer are available, the clergyman said. And there is a question of whether 


the Government will continue to supply subsidized rice, EPS, Geneva 
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Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New York, president of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, has received one of the German Federal Government's 
highest civil honours. The Knight's Commander Cross with Star (Grand Order 
of Merit) was presented to Dr. fry by the German consul general for New 
York City for his leadership in the ecumenical movement and as president 
of the Lutheran World Federation. Dr. Fry, who also serves as chairman 
of the World Council of Churches Central Committee, previously was honoured 
by the German Government for his efforts in relieving distress in post-war 
Germany. 

* 


Japan's top non-fiction best-selling book for 1961 was the Bible. Sales 
of the Scriptures totalled 1,886,909 for the year. Only the United States 
Surpasses Japan in distribution of the Scriptures. 


* * 


In Moscow, death has claimed 82-year-old Metropolitan Flavian, leader 
of the Old Believers sect since 1953. The group broke with the Russian 
Orthodox Church in 1667 in a dispute over liturgical reforms. 


* * 


Retired Lutheran Bishop Anders Nygren of Lund, Sweden, has arrived in 
the United States to spend 14 months as a research scholar at the Evanston 
Institute for Ecumenical Studies in Evanston, Illinois, The 70-year-old 
prelate will devote most of his time studying the relationship of theology 
and contemporary philosophical thinking. Bishop Nygren was the first pre- 
sident of the Lutheran World Federation. 


* * 


The "Atonement" Movement, for which an appeal was made by the Synod 
of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD ) in April.1958, plans toveams, 
out extensive building projects in Israel. Three round buildings are to be 
erected near the Jewish sector of Jerusalem for Jewish, Catholic and Pro- 
testant services. Hospitals and isolation-hospitals are also to be built, 
Further projects are planned to build a "House of Friendship" in Coventry, 
England, a church at Taizé, France, and a youth centre at Oostvorne, near 


Rotterdam, Holland, 
x * 


In British Giana, the Methodist Church has protested against the Govern- 
ment's proposal place some fifty confessional schools under state control. 
At present these schools are run by Catholics, Anglicans, Methodists and 
others. The proposal is being debated in parliament. 


* * 


Dr. John Allegro, the British scholar who participated in the difficuly 
task of unrolling and deciphering many of the Dead Sea Scrolis, has arrived 
in Jordan to carry on further investigations in the Qumran area. The Man- 
chester University professor is to work in conjunction with the Jordan De- 


partment of Antiquities, 
* * 


The American YMCA movement, noting a 4.6 per cent increase, listed a 
we etenbership of 2,644,954 at the end of 1959, according to the organi- 
sation's 1960 year book. During the year, the YMCA operated 1,980 centers 
in the United States. Since 1950, the year book stated, an average of one 
new YMCA group has been organized every 10 days. 
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Special Report 


The following are excerpts from the Christmas message of His Holiness 
the Ecumenical Patriarch, Athenagoras I, released by the Greek Archdiocese 
of North and South America in New York: 


"The greatest responsibility faced in our day by the Church and bya er 
the faithful who bear the name of Christ, is that of accomplishing Christian 
UMAGY » The Church would be able to exert immeasurable influence upon the 
fate and destiny of the people dwelling on earth, if she were united and not 
divided. The existence of many Churches under the name of Christ, and their 
separate efforts, have weakened the social and cultural activity and mission 
of the Church, and have jeopardized the coordination of these efforts. Con- 
sequently, the results of division have been made manifest in our day by the 
reverses that the Church has had to endure and continues to endure, not only 
from without, due to the rapidly changing course of world events, but also 
from within the Church itself. No one can deny that this condition presents 
grave dangers that can no longer be ignored or underestimated by the Church 
Ge Cnrist. 


It is fortunate, however, that in these recent times this very condition 
has produced in the bosom of Christianity a gratifying awakening, demonstrated 
especially in the field of inter—church relations. From the time the Mother 
Church, the Ecumenical Patriarchate, extended to all one year ago the in- 
vitation to unite, there began a series of contacts and visitations between 
the leaders, entrusted with the supreme responsibility and authority of the 
several Churehes. We note with humble gratitude the example of His Beatitude 
Alexios, the Patriarch of Moscow, who made visits to Church leaders in the 
Middle Hast and to us, and the example of His Grace, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Primate of the Anglican Church of England, who 
visited Jerusalem, this Holy See, and the See of Rome, wherein His Holi- 
ness the present Primate of that See, has also designated a special congre- 
gation for Church relations. These direct and indirect contacts and communi- 
cations indicate that the Churches have begun to emerge from the confines 
Oe eisOlationism in which they had hitherto lived, by virtue of the inex-— 
cusable determination to remain irreconcilable and refrain from approaching 
one another as sister Churches, On the other hand, the most consoling aspect 
of the gratifying attitude towards unity expressed by those in responsible 
positions, is the fact that it has met with the understanding approval of 
the Christian faithful, 


On this holy night, in which the bells of the Churches toll the glad 
tidings of great joy, and as our hearts are filled with light and grace, let 


mus bumbly pray on bended knee before the cradle of the Holy Infant, that our 


Spiritual unity in Christ may be furthered and developed into a real, living, 
and perfect Christian Unity, Let us also pray for trve brotherhood among 
men and nations, and for the restoration of world order, according to the 
Divine Law of justice and love, so that the nations of the world may ful- 
fill their divinely appointed missions, and so that men may receive equally 
of the rich endowment, guaranteed to all by the love of God," 

EPS, Geneva 


